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This gorgeous wedding is featured in the Spring 2017 issue of 
Grace Ormonde Wedding Style Magazine!



“Life’s most wonderful moments often happen unexpectedly, and the best love stories always
contain an element of surprise. Emina Cunmulaj was vacationing in the Caribbean, enjoying

dinner with her best friend and his family, when she glanced over at a table on the other side
of the room. Immediately, she noticed Sam Nazarian—a handsome stranger staring back at

her. “I never believed in love at first sight until that very moment,” she describes. “We began to
talk, and spoke every day for the next several months.” Despite having to maintain a long-

distance relationship in the beginning, Emina and Sam’s love quickly blossomed. Five years
into their courtship, the couple was living in Las Vegas and celebrating Emina’s 30th birthday.
Sam had flown in her sister and friends, and Emina was whisked into a car for a surprise girls’
night out. Rather anticlimactically, the car ended up bringing the girls back to the house. “I

was a little disappointed,” Emina laughs. When she went inside, however, she was greeted by a
lively group of family, friends and a private chef. In front of everyone, Sam got down on one

knee and popped the question. A lavish affair in Punta Mita, Mexico, was soon in the works….”

Docuvitae Photography
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“…We wanted a destination wedding, but we didn’t want everyone to have to spend the whole
day traveling,” Emina explains. “My husband had gone there ten-plus years earlier, and he was
in love with the place.” Emina also spent much of the planning process traveling with wedding
planner Sharon Sacks and her team to the location, and decided the wedding would take place
on the 18th hole of the golf course, right between the St. Regis and the Four Seasons. From its

inception, the wedding celebration was intended to be a memorable experience that would
take place over the course of four days. On the first day, Sam and Emina’s guests arrived at the

St. Regis for an all-white party. Every guest and staff member in attendance wore white, and
the revelers danced the night away. An exceptional male and female DJ duo provided music,
and a special performance was given by fire dancers. The second night was kicked off with an
elegant, romantic dinner at the Four Seasons Punta Mita, right next door to the St. Regis. With
the dinner party being on a Friday night, Shabbat, the wedding party celebrated the beginning
of the Sabbath as well. Once again, a late night of dancing followed—this time, to the music of
the Gipsy Kings. “Saturday was the wedding, and a day I will remember for the rest of my life,”

says the bride, who wore a one of-a-kind couture gown that was designed and hand-
embroidered in Israel. With musical artist Stanaj performing a live rendition of “All of Me” for

the newlyweds’ first dance, Emina reminisces, “Looking into my man’s eyes and being
surrounded by so much love from family and friends made the night so magical. He gave me

the wedding of my dreams.” – Grace Ormonde
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          The flexibility of tented environments has always been a selling point for party and event
rental companies. Knowing that their event will take place under a properly cooled or heated
tent offers clients peace of mind, regardless of a rising or falling mercury. While fans and air
conditioners are the standbys for cooling, options such as evaporative coolers, heat exchangers
and misting machines offer additional strategies for effective climate control and guest
comfort. In addition, seasonal heat has different qualities in different geographical markets,
requiring different solutions. The muggy, stifling heat of late August in the upper Midwest is
different than the dry, scorching heat of Phoenix, Arizona. A plan that efficiently combines
appropriate equipment, layout and effective operation helps tents to stay cool at a reasonable
cost.

By Jake Kulju

Mid-day cooling loads can be much higher than morning and evening. Using a modular
approach for the HVAC units, AirPac minimized power consumption for this event by only using
some of the units during the evening hours, after the sun was no longer a factor. Photo
courtesy of AirPac.

In The Zone
Cooling technology for event tents helps to

ensure that guests stay in their comfort zone.
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Creating a comfortable tented environment begins with using the right equipment, which can
range from simple pedestal or tent pole fans to full-on air conditioning units. One option is the
heat pump. “We primarily use heat pumps for both heating and cooling,” says Tina Behnke,
business development director for AirPac® Inc., a renter of portable air conditioning and
heating equipment based in Front Royal, Va. The heat pumps require a minimal footprint in
tented spaces, making them more flexible in terms of placement, and they work in any style of
tent, she says.

“We use no ductwork,” Behnke says. “Our units
are modular and split system, with an indoor
handling unit and outdoor condensing unit
that are connected.”

Expansion cooling units are another option.
“Our most popular item is a [direct expansion]
cooling system,” says Wade Sorenson,
president of Flagro USA Inc., a supplier of
heating and cooling equipment for the
construction and rental industries based in
Savage, Minnesota. “There are vertical and
horizontal direct expansion units. Vertical
units replace a tent wall on tents. This allows
both the cooling and returns in a small
footprint. Horizontal units are set away from
the tent with ducts running to the tent to
provide cooling and return.”

Based in Sauk Rapids, Minnesota, Pinnacle
Climate Technologies™ offers an array of
ventilation equipment for the rental market
under its Schaeffer and Master brands,
including fans, misting fans, evaporative
coolers and portable air conditioning units.

White tent fans are a top selling cooling item, says Pinnacle rental national sales manager Kate
Boland. “They blend in with the tent so well,” she says. “[They] have a low amp draw, which
makes them popular as well. You can plug in many of them to one circuit.”

Regional and seasonal differences underscore the need for accurate system estimating. An
underperforming climate control system can ruin an event and damage the reputation a renter
has with a client or community. “The location and the date of the event are important,” Behnke
says. “Climate control for a tent in May in Washington, D.C., is very different than in August.”
She also takes into account the number of people attending the event and the size of the tent
that needs to be cooled. “Without those variables, we can’t come up with an accurate
estimate,” she says.

AirPac’s GERO 4-ton modular split air
conditioners require minimal material
handling equipment and can be placed in
tight areas. Indoor and outdoor sections are
moved in place with a standard handcart
and do not require ductwork that can
interfere with design elements. Photo
courtesy of AirPac.

What are the choices?

What's the forcast?
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Indeed, the idiom “It’s not the heat, it’s the humidity” is one that event rental companies must
emphasize with their clients. “A lot of it has to do with the area of the country that they are in
and what kind of relative humidity and temperature they are going to be dealing with during
the event,” Boland says. “I have a tent cooling guide that I send [customers] on how to set up
evaporative coolers or the tent fans. [The coolers] have oscillating fans on top on them, and one
unit can cover 4,800 square feet of unobstructed air. That number helps determine how many
a customer needs based on the size of the tent. For traditional air conditioning in a tent, we ask
how many people they expect to host and the square footage of the tent.”

Sorenson formulates system size by
considering the cubic area inside the
tent, the desired interior temperature
and how many people will be in the tent.
He also recommends asking specific
questions about the event. “Does the
customer want spot cooling inside the
tent or the entire area cooled?” he asks.
“What power is available and how much
space is there to place the units
outside?”

The placement of climate control
equipment within a tent can alter its
efficiency. There is no one-size-fits-all
guideline for setting up equipment for a
tented event, but there are some basic
rules that can help event professionals
get the most out of their systems.

“We work with a venue manager, the
caterer and the hosts to get a clear
understanding of how the space will be
used,” Behnke says. “Every tent is
different and every event is different.
Our units are modular, so we can move
them if we need to, even during an
event.” AirPac’s GERO 4-ton modular split air conditioners

require minimal material handling equipment and
can be placed in tight areas. Indoor and outdoor
sections are moved in place with a standard
handcart and do not require ductwork that can
interfere with design elements. Photo courtesy of
AirPac.

A flexible climate control system allows
event rental companies to keep up with
an event in real time and make
adjustments that keep clients happy
and cool.

“At high-end events, we have moved [units] if an issue arises,” she says. “Sometimes one of the
tent walls is being used as a projection screen, or has a wall of graphics on it that we can’t
block. One event had a car in the tent and we couldn’t have our units near it [because of] photo
ops.”

Where does this go?
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Boland advises considering wind when deciding where to place equipment in tents with open
sides. “We generally suggest a tent fan every 10 to 15 feet,” she says. “If there is a prevailing
wind, we suggest that they work with it and have all the tent fans moving in the same direction
as the wind. If it’s going to be a closed wall tent, we suggest a racetrack pattern so you’re
moving the air around.”

Sorenson recommends trying to keep a low profile with cooling equipment. “Most jobs can be
accommodated by using the back side or ends of the tents where traffic is limited,” he says.

To maximize efficiency, Behnke communicates with other vendors and service providers who
will also be using the tent. She recommends thinking about it like a home—the more it’s left
open, the more air that escapes. “We tell the catering staff and service staff to be mindful of the
doors,” she says. “They usually want to keep the tent cool, so they listen to us. We try to put
condensing units and cabling out of the general traffic areas where people access the tent.”

Even the best-laid plans can change when
weather threatens an event or more
people than expected show up. AirPac
takes a direct, low-risk approach to
managing equipment at events for which
the company provides rental units: the
company always has a technician on-
hand, coming in once the tent is up and
monitoring equipment throughout the
event.

“We don’t get a ‘do over’ for an event,”
Behnke says. “We want to be there at the
back end of the tent where everyone else
puts their stuff to keep control of our
[systems].”

For large and high-profile events, Sorenson recommends pre-event meetings. For smaller
events, he advises leaving detailed instructions with customers. “Pick up/drop off [situations]
are only for your small events that require only one or two [cooling] units,” he says. “With these,
instructions to the customer are very important to determine that the customer knows [how
much] power is needed.”

Today’s climate control suppliers offer more options than ever to keep event tents cool and
comfortable. With the correct equipment and cooling plan, there is no reason for tented event
planners—or their clients and guests—to ever break a sweat.

Climate Control Rental Services Provided by

All Systems Go



On Love: Shaina Vinayek and Frank DiGiovanni

Their story sounds like the latest culinary trend: Indian-Italian fusion.

It was in Shaina Vinayek’s kitchen that she and Frank DiGiovanni had one of their first dates. Both
foodies, they were whipping up dinner, and Shaina, whose Punjabi parents had immigrated to the
United States from India, suggested they use some small orange peppers Frank had never seen.

“She cut up four or five of them and put [in] seeds and all,” he says of what turned out to be habanero
chilies. “When we sat down and had our first bites, my entire face burned off.”

Laughing, Shaina counters, “It was a big pot!”

Frank, who comes from an Italian family, thought he was an adventurous eater, but he had met his
match in Shaina. “The one thing this woman brought into my life was spice, flavor,” he says.
The pair met in 2006 at the University of Maryland, where Shaina was friends with Frank’s roommate.
“She’d be bouncing around. She was always so much fun to see, just enjoying life,” he says.

Shaina, who is entering Georgetown University Law Center in the fall, noticed Frank, too. “I thought he
was really cute,” she says. When visiting her friend, “I would wonder where he was when he wasn’t
there.”

But Frank, now a Prince George’s County police detective, didn’t have the nerve to ask Shaina out. “I
didn’t party too much. . . . I was just too shy,” he says.

by Lauren Loftus
July 31, 2015

StoryMotion Studios



Not one to be forgotten, Shaina made the next move. By the next year, she had moved back to the
Washington area for work. During a weekend in Ocean City with her cousin, she met a police officer on
the boardwalk who reminded her that she knew a charming cop. So she texted Frank out of the blue
just to say hi. In his typical courteous fashion, Frank texted back promptly and invited her to dinner with
a few of his friends.

But the friends bailed at the last minute. “I was like, ‘Oh, man, she’s going to think I schemed up this
whole thing to get her to go out to dinner with just me,’ ” Frank says.

Shaina, however, insisted they still go. Ever the foodie, she was eager to try out the French cuisine at Le
Diplomate, a hot restaurant that had just opened on 14th Street NW. “Either way, it’ll be a good night,”
Shaina recalls thinking. “Either the food will be good, or the food and the guy will be good.”

The latter turned out to be true. They tried escargot for the first time and got caught up in conversation
until a friend of Shaina’s — her safety net — interrupted the date. “I forgot to text her not to come,” she
says. “I wasn’t checking my phone, which for me is really abnormal.”

Instead of ending the night early, Shaina asked Frank to join them for drinks and dancing. They met
more of each other’s friends, and what was supposed to be a casual Saturday dinner turned into an epic
12-hour first date.

StoryMotion Studios

On Love: Shaina Vinayek and Frank DiGiovanni

After graduating, their paths didn’t cross again until a mutual friend’s birthday party in 2012. By then,
Frank had graduated from the police academy and built up some swagger. “I actually had enough
confidence to flirt with her, and I was actually getting a response back,” he says. But Shaina was working
on a master’s degree in public health at Columbia University in New York, and Frank, living in Annapolis,
was wary of starting something long distance.



On July 18, Shaina and Frank, both 27, were married at Stone Manor Country Club in Middletown, Md.,
and the wedding was a true amalgam of the couples’ cultural backgrounds. After Frank rode in on a
bejeweled horse, the pair met under a canopy of pink and gold for traditional Hindu blessings. Hand in
hand, they circled the altar seven times while reciting seven vows for a long and fruitful marriage. They
ended by feeding each other sweets to represent a nourished marriage.

A Christian ceremony followed, with Shaina and Frank saying their own vows, both promising to share
the last dark chocolate peanut butter cup. Then it was time for dancing with their 275 guests.

In a nod to their first date at the French bistro, the couple honeymooned for two weeks in Paris,
Bordeaux and Nice, doing what they love most — exploring new cafes and indulging in all things sweet
and savory.

The newlyweds are most excited about getting back to experimenting in their own kitchen. “We talk
about food all the time,” Shaina says, adding, “It’s all about the simple things.” Good food, good company.

They mention a line from “Shantaram” by Gregory David Roberts, which was read at their wedding,
saying that it explains things best: “There is so much Italian in the Indians, and so much Indian in the
Italians. . . . For them, food is music inside the body, and music is food inside the heart.”

Climate Control Rental Services Provided by

On Love: Shaina Vinayek and Frank DiGiovanni

Shaina, who worked full time while studying for the LSAT, loves Frank’s calming presence. “I’m like the
most anxious person in the whole world,” she says. “So having that personal Xanax is so awesome.”

They started talking about marriage early on, even scouting wedding venues before the question had
officially been popped. Then one day in June 2014, the couple took a day off to check out the Gaylord
resort at National Harbor as a possible reception location. Little did Shaina know that Frank had reserved
the VIP gondola on the Capital Wheel and hidden champagne inside. When their car stopped at the top
of the 180-foot-tall Ferris wheel, with views of Washington and the Potomac River below, Frank dropped
to one knee.

“She started jumping up and down and shaking the cart,” Frank recalls. The yes was implied.

Less than a month later, the two were officially an item. They bonded quickly over their similar
upbringings — both had been raised by strong single mothers. Frank’s mother, Kim, is a successful
lawyer, and Shaina’s mother, Niharika, was a prominent OB/GYN who now teaches at the University of
Maryland.

Frank says Shaina’s strong personality and ambition are her best attributes. “She’s not going to shy
away from things she wants to achieve in life just because she may not have the perfect equation,” he
says. “She’s going to go do it.”

“I came back Tuesday to take her out again,” says Frank, who was still living in Annapolis. “You know how
you’re supposed to wait?” he says of the dating “rule” to wait three days after a first date to call again.
“Well, rules were out the window.”



Climate Control Rental Services Provided by

On Love: Shaina Vinayek and Frank DiGiovanni



A Waterfront Garden Wedding at the Inn at Perry
Cabin by Belmond in St. Michaels, Maryland

Lisa Blume Photography

        Kathryn Jaffe (28 and a lawyer) and Ryan Boothe (32 and a business owner and lacrosse
coach) celebrated their nuptials surrounded by their loved ones at a dreamy waterfront garden
party at the Inn at Perry Cabin at Belmond in St. Michaels, Maryland. “Ryan really loves the water
and wanted to incorporate that into our wedding,” Kathryn says. “And I really love beautiful
gardens and flowers. The Inn at Perry Cabin was the ideal combination with absolutely gorgeous
grounds and an entirely waterfront property. We really wanted a sophisticated, elegant wedding
that was also relaxed and intimate.” Kathryn and Ryan decorated their picture-perfect venue with
a soft and organic palette of ivory, blush pink, raspberry pink, peach and boxwood greenery,
which added a subtle and sophisticated romance. 

        Drawing inspiration from the inn’s manicured grounds, Kathryn worked with her planner to
incorporate custom botanical and garden designs in the ceremony and reception decor. Using
boxwood hedges, topiaries and three custom-designed tablescapes, they captured the couple's
garden vision. Kathryn, a fan of watercolor painting, had a custom watercolor design created to
match the aesthetic of their garden venue. “Our planner and stationery designer created so many
opportunities to incorporate that design,” Kathryn says. “The pieces are something I will hold on
to forever.” From the invitation suite to the beautiful three-tier cake, the painterly floral design
was a unifying element throughout the wedding. After saying “I do” with the picturesque
Maryland waterfront as their backdrop, Kathryn and Ryan celebrated with a garden cocktail party
and tented reception. During cocktail hour guests kept cool with rosemary lemonade and Shoo-
Fly Punch (bourbon, ginger beer and lemon). Kathryn and Ryan worked with the inn to create a
menu that highlighted local and seasonal produce, such as heirloom tomatoes, Silver Queen corn
and Maryland crab cakes. “The inn provided the perfect reflection of us as a couple,” Kathryn says.
“It was both elegant and relaxed.” — Marissa Hermanson
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Behnke was enthusiastic about all of these trends, especially the improved activity in construction.
“The construction industry has been slow since the recession, so any increase is a good sign,” she said.
“Developers are building again, and the industrial and institutional properties are expanding.”
She also noted the U.S. Green Building Council’s (USGBC’s) Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) certification program is continuing to change the construction industry with its rating
systems for designing, constructing, operating, and maintaining green buildings.
“With the LEED building requirements, portable air conditioners are often used during the
construction/renovation process prior to final completion, which is great for the rental market,”
Behnke said.
In addition to construction, the outlook for manufacturing is also brightening, according to Eddie
Stevenson, marketing manager for MovinCool, a brand of Denso Products and Services Americas Inc.
“With the reshoring of manufacturing back to the U.S., we see people and process cooling
applications heating up,” Stevenson said. He added he believes the main driver behind the return of
manufacturing to the U.S. is product quality improvement. Stevenson noted that spot cooling can be
a particularly efficient solution in manufacturing applications. For example, he said, “Spot cooling an
assembly line in a warehouse is much more efficient than cooling the entire space.” 
Garth Tagge, national sales manager for Spot Coolers, a United Technologies Corp. company, noted
the growing trend of using portables to cool people, not just equipment.

As economic activity in commercial construction and
manufacturing is growing across the nation, the
market demand for portable equipment is
increasing. The benefits of portables, including
speedy implementation, reduced downtime, and
cost-effectiveness, are continuing to gain recognition
from end users. And, as end users experience these
benefits and the resulting uptime, industry experts
expect the portable market to continue to heat up.

Portable Market Geared for Uptime
by Kimberly Schwartz

June 29, 2015

BRIGHT OUTLOOK

Crucial Data: Spot Coolers
provide supplemental cooling
during peak processing and
backdrop cooling when necessary.

According to Tina Behnke, who handles business
development for AirPac Inc., “The commercial
construction, industrial, and institutional
maintenance markets are driving growth in the
rental portable AC and heating market.” Plus,
Behnke added: “Sales of portable air conditioners for
the computer/server room market are also
increasing. And, hospitality and special event cooling
have increased significantly the past two years. All
indications are these trends will continue.”



“Equipment cooling was the primary application for portable air conditioning...While equipment
cooling is still a large portion of the market, cooling and heating people is predominant in today’s
market.” That’s why Tagge sees great potential in office and retail spaces. “In particular, short-term
cooling in retail establishments and office/institutional buildings is increasing and represents the
fastest-growing segment,” he said. Tagge added these spaces typically experience a need for
portable equipment “due to a service, repair, or replacement requirement.”

RECOGNIZING THE BENEFITS

It’s no longer necessary to shut down IT
[information technology] operations, close
your doors to the retail public, or suffer
stagnant dead air in enclosed occupied
spaces when the AC is off.”
Tagge also pointed out that uptime is just
one benefit of portables, which also come
in a variety of equipment capacities and
types that can be quickly implemented at
a customer’s site. “Units can be deployed
on-site and be operational in hours from
the shutdown event, providing some
degree of relief,” he noted. Stevenson
pointed out that using spot coolers to cool
people “helps keep workforces in safe
working conditions.” He also added that,
while building owners and managers may
be aware of portable cooling, not all are
aware of all the benefits portable cooling
can provide.

Printing Production: In this application, cooling
is installed right at the printing process to
minimize scrap and increase production.

The growth of portables across many
sectors can largely be credited to an
increase in awareness and recognition of
the units’ benefits. According to Tagge:
“Customers — the end user, in particular —
have finally been educated to the benefit
of portable air conditioners. It took a long
time for the benefits to become universally
known and accepted, since portable
cooling was such a niche product in a
small, vertical market.”
Now, he said, the end user specifies them.
“It’s widely known among the business
community that portable air conditioners
can ‘bridge the gap’ between AC system
shutdown or failure and when the main
systems become operational again.

Temporary Solution: Emergency spot coolers
can be quickly rolled into place
when maintenance is needed on the central
air conditioning system. 



 “We’re doing the best we can to educate building owners and managers and work with them so they
understand a portable air conditioner can often prove to be the most cost-effective solution,” Behnke
said. “Portable air conditioners often allow the tenant to get the cooling needed without excessive
installation costs or a long installation process. It’s about finding a balance and offering benefits to
both the building owners and the individual tenants in the space.” For instance, in applications where
supplemental cooling is needed, she explained that “Portable air conditioning solutions can be put in
place much faster and with much lower sunk costs than redesigning the central system to handle an
increased heat load in a specific area. Portable air conditioners deliver the required cooling right
where it is needed, often eliminating or minimizing costly ductwork and long refrigerant line runs.”
Behnke said that, overall, “Portable AC systems are not meant to replace central systems but can save
time and money when used correctly.”

As the portable market sees more growth, it may also face more pressure from regulatory agencies.
Increasing regulatory action from the federal level on down has become a hot topic across the HVAC
industry, and its impact may spread to portables soon.
“Efficiency is just beginning to impact the industry,” said Garth Tagge, national sales manager, Spot
Coolers. “The very nature of portables allowed manufacturers to produce equipment that was more
efficient by application versus efficiency by design. 

SIDEBAR: REGULATIONS ON THE HORIZON

Comfortable Clients: Spot cooling helps keep
employees safe and improves efficiency.

The basic tenant of spot cooling is that
you’re cooling a ‘space within a space’ and,
therefore, by definition, you’re efficient
because big energy usage is not required
to cool every cubic inch of the space.
You’re concentrating the equipment
cooling power within a localized area. This,
by nature, saves energy.”
However, Tagge noted: “Some models are
now being subject to the more stringent
energy-efficiency standards since they are
typically used for cooling a space.

This is not true for portable units on wheels
— mostly ceiling-mounted units. And, so far,
these are limited to a handful of bellwether
states such as California.” Tina Behnke,
business development, AirPac Inc., noted her
company is also keeping an eye on efficiency
regulations and trends. “We’ll continue to
monitor the U.S. Department of Energy’s
[DOE’s] proposed regulations on energy
efficiency and test procedures for portable
air conditioners,” she said.

On Demand: Uptime is a significant benefit of
portable units, which can be deployed on-site and
can be operational within hours of a shutdown
event.












